reaching back some forty years, relying on Kinsey-era non-generalisable data to estimate the number of homosexuals expected to come down with AIDS (Fay et al, 1989,243 Press, 1989; Booth, 1989a Booth, , 1989b  Dannemeyer, 1989; Hayden, 1989; "Kinsey II," 1989; Peterson, 1989; Specter, 1989 Specter, , 1990 ).
On the other hand, the U.S. Census Bureau, in its 1990 decennial census, has been able to gather information on domestic partnerships, so that for the first time in U.S.
history, lesbian and gay couples who live with each other are being counted in a national census (Vobejda, 1990 (Boffey, 1987; Boodman, 1988a and 1988b (Bull, 1987; Johansen, 1988; Lee, 1987; Stanley, 1988 Stanley, , 1989 Tsang 1987 (Sonenschein, 1987 (Wolpert, 1989) . Further the specter of Big Brother asking these questions and the inability to convince everyone of the confidentiality of one's responses makes the reliability of the data particularly questionable. Missing data will be a common result (Reinisch, 1988 was finally released to other researchers, in part because of a dispute over which researcher would be listed as the primary author (Booth, 1988; Reinisch, 1988; Klassen, 1988 (Turner, 1989; Layne et al, 1988) . As envisioned, such a center would house a national HIV database, "in its most complete form, a storehouse of raw data on HIV infection and the AIDS epidemic" (Layne et al, 1988, 512; see also Hirons et al, 1989) . Proponents also propose that the database would furnish a standard agreement governing procedures on sharing raw data.
They note that the creation of a national HIV database would require an "extraordinary level of commitment on the part of the research community. Individual researchers and institutions will have to share and protect large quantities of confidential data on the intimate behaviour of individuals. They will also have to share data that could otherwise be hoarded to build their own careers.
But such a database is needed -and it is needed soon" (Layneetal, 1988,512 (Hyman and Stanley, 1987, VIII. 3).
Given the taboo concerning sex research, the United States, not surprisingly, appears to lag behind other countries in the area of data collection and access. The World Health Organization has been at the forefront of collecting global data on sexual practices, as part of a multinational study of AIDS (Booth, 1989 
